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ACCOUNT 

OF  THE 

DISCOVERY  OF  THE  BODY 

O  F 


KING  JOHN. 


Among  the  various  circumftances  which  eventually  produced  the  difcovery  of  the 
body  of  King  John  to  have  been  depofited  in  the  tomb  in  the  choir  of  the  cathe¬ 
dral  church  of  Worcefter,  the  following,  as  the  moft  prominent,  are  conceived  ne- 
ceflary  to  be  ftated. 

In  the  courfe  of  my  refearches  into  the  Hiftory  of  that  Cathedral,  and  a  minute 
examination  of  its  fabric  and  monumental  remains,  for  the  purpofe  of  forming  a 
part  of  my  new  edition  of  “  the  Hiftory  and  Antiquities  of  the  City  and  Suburbs 
of  Worcefter”  publilhed  in  two  volumes,  quarto,  1796,  I  was  led  to  adopt  the 
opinions  of  the  moft  eminent  and  learned  of  our  antiquaries  who  appeared  to  have 
joined  in  a  conclufion,  that  although  the  original  interment  of  King  John  had  taken 
place  in  the  Lady’s  chapel  of  that  cathedral  between  the  fepulchres  of  the  Saints 
Ofwald  and  Wulftan,  before  the  altar  of  the  blefled  Virgin,  yet  that  the  effigy  of 
the  king,  at  the  time  of  the  reformation  was  removed  from  his  grave,  and  laid 
upon  the  tomb  which  had  been  newly  ere&ed  in  the  choir  to  receive  it,  and  that 
this  was  done  without  removing  the  body,  which  was  conje&ured  to  have  been 
left  in  its  original  ftate  of  fepulture  in  the  Lady’s  chapel. 

Thefe  conclufions  deduced  from  the  accounts  and  authorities  of  Leland,  Abing¬ 
don,  Dr.  Stukely,  Brown  Willis,  Mr.  Garbet,  Mr.  Gough,  Dr.  Nafh,  and  others, 
had  been  oppofed  by  Dr.  Thomas,  and  Mr.  Dougharty  ;*  the  firft  affirming  the 
interment  of  King  John  to  have  been  in  the  choir,  in  the  place  on  which  the  tomb 
now  Hands  ;  and  the  laft  that  the  royal  body  remained  within  the  tomb.  After 

Sec  Vo!..  I.  Sc£t,  IV.  q>,  68,  and  Se<51.  VII.  p.  156,  Hid.  and  Antiq.  of  Worccfler* 
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weighing  thofe  oppofite  opinions  with  the  moft  fcrupulous  attention,  and  proving 
by  actual  meafurement  the  affertion  of  Dr.  Thomas  “  that  graves  could  be  made 
there”  to  be  erroneous  ;*  and  that  Mr.  Dougharty  had  afferted  that  which  it  w  ould 
feem  he  had  not  a&ually  examined  ;  and  alfo  that  what  he  advanced  was  invalida¬ 
ted  by  another  refpe&able  authority,  which  hates  from  what  muft  have  been  imagi¬ 
ned  the  refult  of  careful  infpeCtion,  “  that  no-  bones  were  found  in  the  fepulchre.”- 

Thus  warranted  by  ancient  and  modern  teftimony,  and  ftrongly  fortified  by  per- 
fonal  inveftigation  j  together  with  a  modern  altar  tomb  before  me  of  the  precife 
form  and  ftile  of  embelliihment  of  that  of  Prince  Arthur  in  the  adjacent  chapel* 
and  probably  the  work  of  the  fame  artifts,  it  was  felt  that  without  better  proof  to 
the  contrary,  it  would  have  been  a  prefumption  favouring  too  much  of  pertinacity,, 
to  have  afferted  that  the  remains  of  King  John  were  firft  depofited  there,  or  that 
any  other  fign  of  him  was  to  be  expe&ed  out  of  his  grave  in  the  Virgin’s  chapel, 
than  the  effigy  of  his  perfon  cumbent  on  the  cenotaph  in  the  choir. 

The  principle  of  thofe  opinions  had  been  adopted  by  me  fo  early  as  1764,  and 
then  made  public  in  the  firft  edition  of  the  Survey  of  Worcefter,  (fee  p.  40} 
and  in  1788  perfonally  difcu fifed  with  the  Honourable  and  Reverend  Dr.  St.  An¬ 
drew  St.John,  late  Dean  of  Worcefter,  w7ho  was  induced  from  what  then  paflfed  011 
the  fubjeCt,  to  adopt  the  refolution  of  opening  the  tomb  to  afcertain  the  fa£t ;  but 
his  death  which  happened  previous  to  the  publication  of  the  fecond  edition  of  the 
Hiftory  of  Worcefter,  preventing  the  intended  fearch,  thofe  conjectures,  with 
much  auxiliary  and  concurrent  fupport,  were  again  avowed,  and  have  again  been 
published. 

In  the  prefent  revifed  and  enlarged  form  thofe  conjectures  are  now  prefented, 
they  have  fallen  under  the  notice  of  the  Reverend  Dr.  Arthur  Onflow,  the  prefensr 
worthy  Dean  of  Worcefter,  to  whom,  in  a  converfation  011  the  general  repair 
of  the  interior  of  the  cathedral,  which  his  judicious  tafte  had  already  planned 
for  the  improvement  and  beautifying  of  it,  I  again  ventured  to  fuggeft  the  opening 
of  the  royal  tomb ;  and  if,  upon  examination,  no  veftige  of  fepulture  fhould 
appear,  its  removal  from  thence  to  the  Lady’s  chapel,  and  there  ereCting  it 
over  the  ancient  grave  in  which  King  John’s  remains  were  fuppofed  to  lie,  would 
be  a  meafure  fully  fanCboned.  by  propriety  in  refpeCt  of  its  appropriate  defignation, 
and  in  which  portion  of  the  cathedral  it  would  alfo  prove  a  befitting  and  dignifying 
objeCh  As  a  meafure  of  expediency,  its  removal  had  long  been  the  with,  of  many, 

*  This,  has  been  confirmed  by  the  late  difcovery.  The  fh>ne  coffin  in  which  King  John’s  remains  are  con¬ 
tained  is  laid  upon ,  and  not  buried  in  or  under  the  pavement  of  tire  choir.  The  depth: of  ground  between  that 
flooring  and  the  crowns  of  the  arches  of  the  crypt  beneath  it,  being  not  more  than  twelve  inches,  would  not 
pofftbly  admit  of  an  interment  :  and  the  royal  tomb  ftands  precilely  upon  the  centre  of  the  arch  at  the  extreme 
salt  end  of  the  crypt.  See  the  Plan  of  the  Cathedral,  fig.  A.  Vol.  I.  S eft.  VII.  Hid.  and  Autkp  ot  Worcefter.. 
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thereby  to  re  (tore  the  orderly  conduct  of  the  devotional  ferviccsof  the  church,  tub- 
jecled  to  much  annoyance  by  the  prefent  portion  of  the  tomb,  efpecially  in  the 
approach  to  the  altar. 

The  caprices  of  modern  reformation  having  no  {hare  in  the  projected  arrange¬ 
ment,  much  lefs  the  unneceffary  and  indecent  difturbance  of  royal  inhumation  : 
nfeful  aecommodation  and  the  attainment  of  decorous  order  fuitable  to  the  folemn 
SUf  purpofes  of  the  place  being  the  ultimate  obje&s  in  view,  on  Monday  the  i  7  th 
of  July  1797,  the  taking  down  of  the  tomb  of  King  John  was  proceeded  upon  in 
the  following  order. 

On  the  removal  of  the  royal  effigy,  and  the  ftone  flab  on  which  it  had  been 
laid,  and  which  had  been  broken  in  two  in  fome  former  operation  about  the  tomb, 
the  obje&s  firft  prefented  to  view  within  it,  were  two  partition  walls  of  brick, 
raifed  to  affift  in  the  fupport  of  the  fuperincumbent  covering  and  figure  of  the  king, 
and  to  take  an  equal  bearing  of  their  weight  with  the  fide  and  end  pannels  of  the 
tomb.  The  fpaces  between  thofe  walls,  and  between  them  and  the  ends  of  the 
tomb  were  filled  up  with  thcrubbilh  of  bricks  and  mortar.  On  taking  down  the 
pannel  at  the  head,  and  one  on  each  fide,  and  clearing  out  the  rubbilh,  two  ftrong 
•elm  boards  originally  joined  by  a  batten  nailed  at  each  end  of  them,  but  which  had 
dropped  off  and  left  the  boards  loofe,  were  next  difcovered,  and  upon  their  re¬ 
moval,  the  Hone  coffin,  of  which  they  had  formed  the  covering,  containing  the 
entire  remains  of  King  John  became  vifible  ! 

The  Dean  and  Chapter  being  immediately  convened,  my  friend  Mr.  James  Rofs 
was  defired  to  attend  for  the  purpofe  of  making  obfervations  on  the  objefl,  and 
to  tranfmit  them  to  me  in  London  .*  from  thofe  remarks  fo  communicated,  and 
more  efpecially  from  others  made  by  Mr.  Sandford,  an  eminent  furgeon  of  Wor- 
cefter,  obligingly  furnilhed  at  the  fame  time,  together  with  the  annexed  plate  exe¬ 
cuted  by  Mr.  Rofs,  from  a  drawing  taken  by  him  on  the  fpot ;  the  following  further 
particulars  are  extracted  and  prefented. 


THE  BODY 

was  found  to  have  been  adjufted  in  the  ftone  coffin  precifely  in  the  fame  form  as 
the  figure  on  the  tomb.  The  fkull,  inftead  of  being  placed  with  the  face  in  the 
ufual  fituation,  prefented  the  foramen  magnum,  the  opening  through  which  the 
fpinal  marrow  paffes  down  the  vertebrae,  turned  upwards.  The  lower  part  of 
the  os  frontis  was  fo  much  perilhed,  as  to  have  become  nearly  of  an  even  furfacc 
with  the  bottoms  of  the  fockets  of  the  eyes.  The  whole  of  the  upper  jaw 
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difplaced  from  the  fkull,  and  found  near  the  right  elbow  :  it  contained  four  teeth 
in  very  good  prefervation,  and  free  from  caries,  two  of  them  were  dentes  molares, 
and  two  bicufpides.  The  lower  jaw  was  alfo  feparated  from  the  fkull,  the  coronoid 
proceffes  were  very  perfect,  as  well  as  the  condyles  :  there  were  no  teeth  in  this  jaw. 
home  grey  hairs  were  difcernable  under  the  covering  of  the  head.  The  ulna  of  the 
left  arm  which  had  been  folded  on  the  body  was  found  detached  from  it,  and  lying 
obliquely  on  the  bread: ;  the  ulna  of  the  right  arm  lay  nearly  in  its  proper  place* 
but  the  radius  of  neither  arm,  nor  the  bones  of  either  hand  were  vifible.  Thofe 
of  the  ribs,  pelvis,  &c,  w^ere  fo  much  covered  with  duft,  and  the  foldings  of  the 
decayed  robe  as  not  to  be  clearly  diftinguifliable.  Part  of  the  tibia  of  the  right  leg, 
in  nearly  its  proper  po  lit  ion,  was  expofed.  The  knee  of  this  limb  appeared  to 
have  been  contra&ed,  not  lying  fo  ftrait  down  as  the  left :  occafioned  probably  by 
other  bones  or  fragments  having  fallen  under  it.  The  bones  of  the  toes  were  in 
good  prefervation,  more  particularly  thofe  of  the  right  foot,  on  two  or  three  of 
which  the  nails  were  ftill  vifible.  The  reft  of  the  bones,  more  efpecially  of  the 
lower  extremites  were  nearly  perfect,  and  an  the  whole,  appeared  to  have  Iain  as 
they  might  naturally  have  done  in  their  quiefcent  progrefs,  through  the  various 
ftages  of  decay  and  diftolution.  Some  large  pieces  of  mortar  were  found  on 
and  below  the  abdomen  ;  and  a  vaft  quantity  of  the  dry  fkins  of  maggots  were 
difperfed  over  the  body  ;  thefe  are  fuppofed  to  have  been  produced  by  fome  part 
of  it  having  gone  into  putrefaftion  (a  circumftance  imagined  fometimes  to  have 
happened  notwithftanding  the  precaution  of  embalming)*  previous  to  its  removal, 
and  the  maggots,  having  remained  undifturbed,  were  upon  the  prefent  difcovery 
feen  in  fuch  great  numbers.  Or,  that  fome  parts  of  the  drefs  being  of  leather, 
they  might  have  been  produced  by  the  natural  putrefadion  of  that  animal  fubr 
fiance.  The  body  meafured  five  feet,  fix  inches  and  a  half.. 


THE  DRESS 

in  which  the  body  of  the  king  was  found  appears  alfo  to  have  been  fimirar  to  that 
in  which  his  figure  is  reprefented  on  the  tomb,  excepting  the  gloves  on  its  hands 
and  the  crown  on  its  head,  which  on  the  fkull  in  the  coffin  was  found  to  be  the  ce¬ 
lebrated  monk’s  cowl,  in  which  he  is  recorded  to  be  buried,  as  a  paflport  through 
the  regions  of  purgatory.  This  facred  envelope  appeared  to  have  fitted  the  head 
very  clofely,  and  had  been  tied  or  buckled  under  the  chin  by  ftraps,  parts  of 

*  1bl°WelS  and  heart  of  KInS  J°hn  ^re  burled  at  Croxton  Abbey,  in  Stafford/hire  ;  the  Abbat  of 
vr»c  a  ten  his  Phyfician,  and  performed  the  operation  of  embalming  him.  See  Holingflied,  p.  606.  M. 
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which  remained.  The  body  was  covered  by  a  robe  reaching  from  the  neck  nearly 

to  the  feet ;  it  had  fome  of  its  embroidery  ftill  remaining  near  the  right  knee.  It 
was  apparently  of  crimfon  damafk,  and  of  ftrong  texture  ;  its  colour  however  was 
fo  totally  difcharged  from  the  effeft  of  time,  that  it  is  but  conjeaurally  it  can  be 
faid  to  have  been  of  any,  but  what  has  now  pervaded  the  whole  objea  ;  namely, 
a  dufky  brown.  The  cuff  of  the  left  arm  which  had  been  laid  on  the  bread;  re¬ 
mained.  In  that  hand  a  fvvord,  in  a  leather  fcabbard,  had  been  placed  as  on  the 
tomb,  parts  of  which  much  decayed,  were  found  at  intervals  down  the  left  lide  of 
the  body,  and  to  the  feet,  as  were  alfo  parts  of  the  fcabbard,  but  in  a  much  more 
perfed  date  than  thofe  of  the  fword.  The  legs  had  on  a  fort  of  ornamented 
covering  which  was  tied  round  at  the  ankles,  and  extended  over  the  feet,  where 
the  toes  were  vifible  through  its  decayed  parts,  the  dring  about  the  left  ankle  dill 
remained.  The  upper  part  of  thofe  coverings  could  not  be  traced,  and  it  is  unde¬ 
cided  whether  they  fliould  be  termed  boots,  or  whether  they  were  a  part  of  the 
under  dicfs  dmilar  to  the  modern  pantaloons.  It  would  have  been  fortunate  had 
it  been  determined  whether  they  were  of  leather,  or  of  what  fort  of  drapery. 

THE  COFFIN 

is  of  the  Higley  done  of  Worcederfhire,  white,  and  chiffel-levelled,  wholly  diffi- 
rrnlar  in  its  kind  to  either  that  of  the  foundation  of  the  tomb,  its  pannels,  cover¬ 
ing,  or  figure  of  the  king.  Its  diape  is  bed  exhibited  in  the  annexed  plate.  A 
very  confiderable  fra&ure  runs  through  it  in  an  oblique  direction,  one  foot  fix 
inches  from  the  left  dioulder,  to  two  feet  nine  inches  from  the  right.  The  coffin 
is  laid  upon  the  pavement  of  the  choir,  without  being  let  into  it.  Its  original  co¬ 
vering,  is  that  done  out  of  which  the  effigy  of  the  king  is  fculptured,  and  now  ly¬ 
ing  on  the  tomb,  the  diape  of  which  is  exactly  correfpondent  with  that  of  the  done 
coffin,  and  its  extreme  dimenfions  drictly  proportionate  to  its  purpofe. 


MEASURES. 

Feet.  Inches. 

Depth  of  the  cavity  of  the  done  coffin  in  which  the  body 

is  contained  -  -  -  -  _  -  o  —  9 

Ditto,  ot  the  circular  part,  containing  the  head  -  o  —  6-4 
Ditto,  of  the  outfide  of  the  coffin 
.Thicknefs  of  the  ddes,  ends,  and  bottom 


0  —  3, 
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Length,  infide  -  -  -• 

Extreme  length,  outfide 
Breadth  at  the  head  - 
Breadth  at  the  feet  - 

Length  of  the  original  cover,  or  lid  of  the  Hone  coffin 
Breadth  at  the  head 
Breadth  at  the  feet  - 


Feet.  Inches. 

5  —  7 

6  —  i 

2  -  2 

I  -  O 

6  -  4 
2—5 

I  —  2* 


REMARKS  AND  ILLUSTRATIONS. 

It  hath  already  been  faid,  that  the  foregoing  difeovery  of  the  remains  of  King 
John,  had  refulted  from  the  ftrong  affumptions  of  conjecture,  founded  on  the 
opinions  of  former  antiquaries  of  eftablifhed  character,  and  fupported  by  thofe 
of  others  of  the  prefent  times ;  aflerting  that  the  original  fepulture  and  interment 
of  the  royal  body  was  in  the  Lady’s  chapel  of  this  cathedral ;  nor  has  the  leaf! 
circumftance  from  the  recent  difclofure  of  it  in  the  tomb  in  the  choir,  arifen  to 
invalidate  thofe  opinions  and  conjectures. 

To  give  farther  fupport  to  the  proofs  already  adduced,  that  the  ancient  graves 
of  the  canonized  faints,  Ofwald  and  Wulftan,  are  in  the  Lady’s  chapel,  and  that 
the  body  of  the  king  firft  received  interment  between  them,  would  amount  only 
to  a  wade  of  words  ;  to  point  out  the  fimilarity  of  the  conftruCtion  of  this 
ancient  feries  of  royal  and  ecclefiaftical  fepulchres,  may  however  be  fomewhat 
fatisfaCtory  to  thofe  who  have  never  feen  them,  or  their  aCtual  pofition. 

Let  then  the  reader  form  in  his  imagination  the  ftone  coffin,  in  which  the  re¬ 
mains  of  the  king  now  repofe,  to  be  let  into  the  floor  of  the  Lady’s  chapel,  be¬ 
tween  the  figures  of  the  two  bilhops  already  laid  there,  and  fo  deep  as  to  have  its 
top  level  with  the  pavement ;  and  let  him  alfo  fuppofe  the  fculptured  figure  of 
the  King,  now  lying  on  the  tomb,  placed  on  the  coffin  as  its  covering,  and  which 
would  apparently  feem  laid  on  the  floor,  he  will  then  have  the  entire  ancient  fe- 
pulchre  of  King  John,  as  originally  conftruCted  in  that  chapel,  fully  before  his 
“  minds  eye.” 

Thofe  of  the  two  prelates  are  precifely  of  the  fame  fafhion,  laid  the  fame  depth 
in  the  earth,  and  in  nothing  different  but  the  fculptures  and  the  kind  of  ftone  of 
which  they  are  formed.-}* 

*  See  Hift.  and  Antiq.  of  Worcefter,  Vol.  I.  Se£t.  IV,  p.  68,  Note. 

+  It  is  here  necefiary  to  obferve,  that  the  ftone  coffins  of  the  two  bifhops  are  laid  on  the  fite*  of  the  ancient 
graves  of  St.  Ofwald  and  St.  Wulftan  j  that  to  the  fouth  containing  the  remains  of  Bifliop  Sylvefter,  who  per- 
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It  is  prefamed  from  the  abundant  evidences  apparent  on  the  view  of  the  royal 
body  and  its  appendages,  that  they  have  unqueftionably  undergone  a  tranflation  fmce 
the  time  of  their  original  interment  in  this  cathedral.  The  change  in  the  por¬ 
tion  of  the  fkull,  the  difplacing  of  the  jaws ;  the  lofs  of  the  bones  of  the  hands, 
and  the  radii  of  both  arms  j  the  mutilations  of  the  fword  and  its  fcabbard,  and 
the  broken  fragments  of  the  mortar  upon  and  below  the  abdomen  ;  the  large 
Ira&ure,  fuppofed  to  be  entirely  through  the  frone  coffin,  and  laftly,  the  tomb  itfelf 
of  modern  conftru£Hon,  paired  indeed,  but  not  matched  with  the  ancient ;  form  to¬ 
gether  a  teftimonial  phalanx  of  evidence,  much  too  ftrong  to  be  relifted  with  a 
view  to  proving  that  the  place  in  which  the  body  is  now  found  depofited,  was 
that  of  its  firft  burial.  And  thus,  while  a  lefs  dignified  tenant  may  have  been  ad¬ 
mitted  to  the  poffeffion  of  the  royal  grave,  the  king  himfelf  is  proved  literally  to 
remain  above  ground,  intombed  indeed,  but  unburied. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  curious  and  interelting  invefligation,  we  have  wit- 
neiled  a  no  lefs  curious  refult. — Speculative  opinions,  ®  which  the  refearches 
into  the  tranfa&ions  of  paft  ages,  mull:  more  or  lefs  fubjefl  the  antiquarian  and 
hiftorian  to  enter  into,  having  in  this  inftance  elevated  into  an  affumed  fact,  an. 
event  of  ancient  date  of  which  no  record  had  been  made  in  the  archives  of  the 
cathedral,  a  reliance  on  thofe  opinions,  and  a  confequent  refort  being  had  to  the 
only  pra£tical  means  of  eftabliffiing  or  deftroying  them,  that  effe£iual  ordeal  is  feen 
in  its  operation  to  have  fecured  a  valuable  recompence  to  pofterity,  in  the  de- 
Itruftion  it  has  wrought  on  ingenious  {peculation,  founded  on  fpecious  poffibilities, 
out  of  the  ruins  of  which  hath  been  raifed  a  pofitive  truth,  that  lias  for  ever 
clofed  the  lips  of  conjecture,  and  happily  placed  an  ancient  faCt,.  beyond  the 
reach  of  future  doubt. 

Had  the  fugitive  memorandum  made  by  Mr.  Dougharty,  dated  July  the  24th, 
1754,  and  inferted  as  a  MS.  note  in  p.  35,  in  his  copy  of  Dr.  Thomas’s  Survey 
of  the  Cathedra],  and  now  in  the  poffeffion  of  Sir  Charles  Trubfhaw  Withers* 
Knight,*  been  fortunately  entered  in  its  proper  place-,  in  the  Archives,  of  the 


formed  the  ceremony  of  interring- King  John  in  this  cathedral,  and  died  himfelf  i&  July,  12-19,  in’ die  fame  year 
he  had  difplaced  the  remains  of  St.  Wulftan  from  his  grave,  aad  put  them  in  a  new  ffirine,  in  which  operation  he 
fawed  fome  of  his, b  ines  in  funder  with  his  own> hands.  The  remains  of  St.  Ofwald  had  been  fii ft  erdhrined  by 
Bifhop  Adulph  his  fuccefibr,  A.  D.  1002,  and  again  by  Bifhop  Wulftan  in  1089,  at  the  opening  of  the  prelenfc 
cathedral.  The  grave  of  St.  Wulftan  to  the  north,  which  the  author  examined  in  1796,  is  oscupied  by  the  fton* 
coffin  and  remains  of  William  de  Blois,  fuccefor  to  Bifhop  Sylvefter  ;  he  died  Auguft  the  1 8th,  1233.  See 
Hiftory  and  Antiquities  of  Worcefter,  Vo?.  I.  Seftion  IV.  p„  73,  74  }  Section  VII.  p.  r86,  and  planof  the  Ca¬ 
thedral,  Ref.  1,  2,  3.  It  appears  therefore  that  the  three  coffins,  of  the  fafhron  of  that  period,  were  all  made: 
and  placed  there  in  the  courfe  of  only  twenty  three  years.  Other  inftances  of  the  fame  mode  of  interment  in  the 
fame  fort  of  coffins  occur  in  this  cathedral,  of  which  that  of  William  de  Harcourt,  temp.  King  John,  in.  the  Dean’s 
chapel,  is  one. 

*  See  Hiftory  and  Antiquities  of  Worcefter,  Vol,  I.  Seel.  IV.  p..  7a* 


g  king  John’s  tomb. 

» 

Dean  and  Chapter,  it  would  then  have  borne  the  indubitable  (lamp  of  official  au¬ 
thenticity  upon  the  face  of  it,  and  could  have  been  cited  as  fuch.  It  is  however 
Satisfactory  that  even  in  its  prefent  form,  difcovered  by  mere  chance,  its  veracity 
hath  been  fully  proved.  But  the  defcription  of  the  tomb  having  been  opened  at 
that  period,  being  liable  to  more  than  a  right  reading  from  its  ambiguity,  and 
(landing  infolated  from  other  Support,  became  too  fufpicious  for  decided  adoption, 
efpecially  when  it  was  to  be  oppofed  to  fuch  odds  of  direCt  contrary  opinion,  and 
thence  it  hath  remained  to  the  prefent  time,  like  the  prophecies  of  Caflandra, 
difcredited  but  true. 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  the  impatience  of  the  multitude  to  view  the 
royal  remains,  fo  unexpectedly  found,  fliould  have  become  fo  ungovernable,  as  to 
make  it  neceflary  to  clofe  up  the  objeCt  of  their  curiofity  fo  precipitantly,  as  to 
render  it  extremely  difficult  to  obtain  that  regular  account  -of  a  difcovery  fo  truly 
interesting  demanded.  Under  that  disadvantage  however,  ftriCt  and  minute  truth 
is  attached  to  each  particular  of  the  accounts  communicated,  with  a  faithfulnefs 
of  defcription  that  muft  be  approved ;  and  the  juftice  evidently  rendered  to  the 
graphic  representation  of  the  objeCt  will  amply  d.emonflrate  that  it  had  the  pecu. 
liar  good  fortune  whilft  vifible,  to  have  fallen  under  the  moil  judicious  and  accu¬ 
rate  observation. 

On  the  evening  of  Tuefday  the  1 8th  of  July,  the  day  after  it  had  been  taken 
down,  and  the  royal  remains  laid  open  to  the  view  of  Some  thoufands  of  Specta¬ 
tors,  who  crouded  to  the  cathedral  to  fee  it,  the  tomb  of  King  John  was  com¬ 
pletely  reltored  and  finally  clofed. 


* 


FINIS. 


